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Education and Career Opportunities 
Guide for Incarcerated and 
Formerly Incarcerated Individuals
This guide lists scholarships, college bridge programs, fellowships, workforce training, and entrepreneurship 

opportunities available to justice-impacted individuals seeking education, employment, or leadership 

development.

College Access and Transitional Programs
Berkeley Underground Scholars

Host: University of California, Berkeley

Description: Academic access and transfer support program helping incarcerated and formerly 

incarcerated community-college students enter four-year universities. Includes mentoring, advising, 

tutoring, and re-entry support.

Eligibility: Formerly or currently incarcerated; planning to transfer to a university

Deadline: Varies by campus cycle

More information: https://undergroundscholars.berkeley.edu/

Donate-a-Chance

Host: Governors State University (Illinois)

Description: College re-entry program providing tuition assistance, mentoring, advising, and transition-

to-college support for formerly incarcerated students.

Eligibility: Formerly incarcerated; admitted to Governors State University

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://www.govst.edu/donate-chance/
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NYU Horizon Grant

Host: New York University

Description: Covers tuition costs for formerly incarcerated students admitted to NYU undergraduate 

programs based on financial need.

Eligibility: Admission to NYU and proof of prior incarceration

Deadline: Based on NYU financial aid cycle

More information: https://www.nyu.edu/admissions/financial-aid-and-scholarships/forms/nyu-horizon-

grant-application.html

Scholarships
Appalachian Prison Book Project Education Scholarship

Host: Appalachian Prison Book Project

Description: $3,000 scholarship supporting college education for individuals released from incarceration.

Eligibility: Must have been incarcerated in West Virginia and attend school there

Deadline: July (annual)

More information: https://appalachianprisonbookproject.org/what-we-do/education/scholarship/

Associates Scholars Empowerment Program

Host: College Board

Description: Up to $2,500 toward associate degrees or professional certification.

Eligibility: Black/African-American students; GED or diploma; financial need

Deadline: July

More information: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarships/associates-scholars-empowerment-

program

Charles W. Colson Scholarship

Host: Wheaton College, Illinois

Description: Full tuition, housing, and education support for formerly incarcerated students.

Eligibility: U.S. citizen, accepted to Wheaton College, at least 6 months post-release

Deadline: January 30 (annual)

More information: https://correctionalministries.org/colson-scholarship/

Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund

Host: Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund

Description: Up to $15,000 per year for students involved in social justice and community activism.

Eligibility: Demonstrated activism and financial need

Deadline: April

More information: https://www.davisputter.org/apply
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Empowering a Better Tomorrow Scholarship

Host: NAACP and Walmart

Description: $5,000 scholarship for formerly incarcerated individuals enrolled in public education programs.

Eligibility: U.S. citizen, not currently incarcerated, must apply for financial aid

Deadline: May–June

More information: https://naacp.org/find-resources/scholarships-awards-internships/scholarships/

empowering-better-tomorrow-scholarship-walmart

Lori Jericho Memorial Education Fund

Host: Inspiration Corporation (Chicago)

Description: Financial assistance for vocational training or college for justice-impacted individuals.

Eligibility: Low-income applicants with a clear career plan

Deadline: Varies

More information: https://www.inspirationcorp.org/

Mahin Bina Memorial Scholarship

Host: End Violence Project

Description: $500 scholarship supporting education or certification programs.

Eligibility: At least one year incarcerated and enrolled in training/education

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://www.endviolenceproject.org/scholarship-for-returning-citizens.html

Beyond Bars Scholarship

Host: University of Wisconsin-Madison

Description: Financial support for undergraduate education, prioritizing incarcerated and formerly 

incarcerated applicants.

Eligibility: Admission to UW-Madison

Deadline: July 1 (Falll), November 1 (Spring)

More information: https://acsss.wisc.edu/beyond-bars-scholarship/

Perry “Second Chances” Scholarship

Host: The Perry Sholarship Foundation

Description: $2,000 scholarship for women enrolled in college or vocational programs.

Eligibility: Women enrolled in accredited education programs

Deadline: Opens November 15

More information: https://theperryscholarship.org/scholarship/
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Prison Education Foundation Scholarship

Host: Prison Education Foundation

Description: Scholarships for recently released individuals accepted into college programs.

Eligibility: GED or diploma and college acceptance

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://www.prisonedu.org/scholarship-qualifications/

Prison Scholar Fund

Host: Prison Scholar Fund

Description: University scholarship assistance for incarcerated students.

Eligibility: Student must personally request application

Deadline: Not specified

More information: https://www.prisonscholars.org/what-we-do/for-prospective-scholars/application-

instructions/

Quintana Last Mile Scholarship

Host: Adler University

Description: Up to $10,000 to help justice-impacted students complete a degree.

Eligibility: Currently or formerly incarcerated students nearing graduation

Deadline: July

More information: https://www.adler.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/QLMS-Paper-Form.pdf

Save One Life Foundation Scholarship

Host: Save One Life Foundation

Description: Provides college or vocational funding and leadership support.

Eligibility: 25 years old or younger, financial need

Deadline: Varies

More information: https://www.saveonelifefoundation.org/scholarships

Transcending Through Education Foundation Scholarship

Host: Transcending Through Education Foundation

Description: Up to $1,000 for incarcerated individuals pursuing education.

Eligibility: Currently incarcerated or transitioning to release

Deadline: Not specified

More information: https://www.transcendingthrougheducation.org/
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Fellowships and Leadership Programs
Elder Freeman Policy Fellowship

Host: Legal Services for Prisoners with Children

Description: Advocacy and criminal justice reform leadership fellowship.

Eligibility: Interest in policy and advocacy

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://prisonerswithchildren.org/elder-freeman-policy-fellowship/

Inside/Outside Fellowship

Host: Ella Baker Center for Human Rights

Description: Policy organizing fellowship for incarcerated and formerly incarcerated leaders.

Eligibility: Leadership interest

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://ellabakercenter.org/policy/insideoutside-fellowship/

Right of Return Fellowship

Host: Right of Return USA

Description: $20,000 fellowship supporting artistic projects by formerly incarcerated artists.

Eligibility: Formerly incarcerated artists age 18+

Deadline: Annual

More information: https://www.rightofreturnusa.com/

Next Generation Fellowship

Host: Center on Juvenile & Criminal Justice

Description: Leadership and advocacy training program.

Eligibility: California residents

Deadline: Varies

More information: https://www.cjcj.org/research-policy/next-generation-fellowship

Yale Prison Education Initiative College-to-Career Fellowship

Host: Yale University

Description: Paid (~$60,000/year) fellowship placing graduates in professional careers.

Eligibility: Graduate of a prison education program; must live near New Haven

Deadline: Spring

More information: https://www.yaleprisoneducationinitiative.org/fellowship
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Workforce and Reentry Training
Georgetown Pivot Program

Host: Georgetown University

Description: Year-long reentry workforce training with internship placement.

Eligibility: Age 25+, GED or diploma, released within 5 years

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://pivot.georgetown.edu/program/

Transformational Prison Project Fellowship

Host: Transformational Prison Project

Description: Restorative justice training, mentorship, and paid community work.

Eligibility: Commitment to community leadership

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://www.transformprison.org/tpp-fellowship.html

Last Prisoner Project

Host: Last Prisoner Project

Description: Job training and workforce placement for people affected by cannabis convictions.

Eligibility: Justice-impacted individuals

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://www.lastprisonerproject.org/reentry

Entrepreneurship
Inmates to Entrepreneurs

Host: Inmates to Entrepreneurs, Inc.

Description: Free classes teaching how to start and run a small business after release.

Eligibility: Individuals with a criminal record Individuals with a criminal record

Deadline: Rolling

More information: https://inmatestoentrepreneurs.org/about-us/

Financial Aid
Federal Student Aid “Fresh Start” Program

Host: U.S. Department of Education

Description: Restores eligibility for federal grants and loans for people who previously defaulted on 

student loans.

Eligibility: Federal loans in default

Deadline: Temporary federal program

More information: https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/default-fresh-start
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