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Purpose of 
Consultation

Assist EJP in gathering feedback from 
stakeholders or members of the EJP 
universe about becoming a center

Provide recommendations based on the 
feedback with the understanding that 
insights will help inform EJP’s efforts to 
become a center



Consultation Activities

Held 3 Consultation 
Meetings with 

Rebecca Ginsburg, 
EJP Director

Drafted EJP Becoming 
a Center Listening 
Group Protocol

Conducted 3 
Listening Groups with 

EJP Stakeholders

Created FAQ 
Stimulus Questions

Drafted EJP Becoming 
a Center Survey 

Based on Listening 
Group Findings

Collected and 
Analyzed EJP 

Becoming a Center 
Survey Data

Offered 
Recommendations



Listening Groups

Listening Group 1 (n ~ 25)
• Collected information that was non-

essential to the center; 
• Participants had lots of questions 

about the nature of a center; 
• Revised listening group protocol 

based the content and flow of the 
discussion. 

• Drafted FAQ stimulus questions 
based on the discussion. 

• Rebecca then created a EJP Becoming 
a Center FAQ document.

Listening Groups 2 (n = 8) and 3 (n = 27)
• These listening groups were more 

focused. 
• FAQ document reduced the number 

of questions about the nature of a 
center.
• Listening group 2 was smaller and 

allowed for deeper conversation.
• Listening group 3 was the most 

focused discussion; greater 
participation from the participants 
who expressed a range of opinions



Listening 
Group 
Revised 
Protocol

• What do you see as the advantages 
and opportunities of EJP becoming a 
center on campus? For example, 
what might become more doable or 
possible if we were to become a 
center?

• Do you foresee any drawbacks of EJP 
becoming a center?
• How can we prepare for or 

mitigate against these concerns?
• How might abolition feature into 

EJP’s identity as a center on campus? 
Prison “abolition is a political vision 
with the goal of eliminating 
imprisonment, policing, and 
surveillance and creating lasting 
alternatives to punishment and 
imprisonment” (Critical Resistance)



Survey 
Finding 
Highlights

128 people from the EJP universe completed surveys

Participants reflected a wide range of roles within EJP, but few alumni (10%)

Overwhelming majority supported EJP becoming a center (~91%); everyone 
who attended a listening group discussion indicated EJP should become a center

Top 3 perceived opportunities: increased campus visibility (87%) , increased 
collaboration across campus (83%), and enhanced fundraising ability (79%)

Top 2 perceived concerns: increased university oversight (65%), negative change 
in EJP culture (33%)

Over three-quarters believed EJP should have a satellite center in Chicago

40% of the participants were unaware of EJP office space in the YMCA building

There were diverse opinions about EJP adopting abolition as a value (~60% 
agreed and ~30% were undecided) 



PLEASE LET US 
KNOW YOUR 

ROLE(S) 
WITHIN EJP. 
CHECK ALL 

THAT APPLY.
Answered: 128    Skipped: 0



DID YOU 
ATTEND AN EJP 

BECOMING A 
CENTER 

LISTENING 
GROUP?

Answered: 128    
Skipped: 0



DO YOU BELIEVE 
EJP SHOULD 

BECOME A 
CENTER ON 

CAMPUS? 

Answered: 128    
Skipped: 0



IF EJP BECOMES A 
CENTER, WHAT 

OPPORTUNITIES 
MAY IT CREATE? 

CHECK ALL THAT 
APPLY



Potential 
Opportunities 

of EJP 
Becoming a 

Center (n = 13)

• “Financial support from the 
University instead of depending on 
fundraisers”

• “If this opens up augmented / more 
robust lines of funding and/or places 
EJP in a more supportive 
relationship with another college 
(i.e., LAS) v. the College of Ed, then 
this might be a plus.”

• “Will attract more volunteers”

• “Source of Education Justice 
Professional Development and 
Training”



IF EJP BECOMES A 
CENTER, WHAT 

POTENTIAL 
CONCERNS MIGHT 
YOU HAVE? CHECK 

ALL THAT APPLY



Potential 
Concerns of 

EJP 
Becoming a 

Center 
(n = 8)

• “The first thing I thought of with the 
word "permanent" was the goal many 
have to make HEP programs a thing of 
the past because prisons will be a thing 
of the past. We are not near that goal 
yet, however, and I think strengthening 
EJP by becoming a "permanent" center 
(with the caveat that that might change 
in time as the group works to 
dismantle prisons) is a significant goal 
worth pursuing.”

• “Subject to budgetary constraints of 
UIUC during financially tough times.”

• “My concern re: over-involvement of 
admin. is based on my general 
experience as a former UI employee.”



DO YOU THINK 
THAT EJP 

SHOULD HAVE A 
SATELLITE 
OFFICE IN 
CHICAGO?



Yes. EJP 
Should 
Have a 
Satellite 
Office in 
Chicago 
(n = 94)

• “U of I is outstanding educational 
institution, and the opportunity 
should be available to all Illinois 
residents regardless of location.” 

• “The majority of EJP student body is 
from Chicago amc will most likely be 
returning there. It makes sense to.”

• “There is a huge connection 
between EJP and Chicago-land 
needs.”

• “Interaction with stakeholders in 
our largest population center.”



No. EJP 
Should NOT 

Have a 
Satellite Office 

in Chicago 
(n = 27)

• “I think there is so much work to 
be done in Illinois outside of the 
Chicago area that adding Chicago 
will dilute the mission.”

• “I just don’t know enough about it 
or what it would do (what is the 
purpose) to recommend that we 
add a new center.”

• “I think the pandemic has shown 
us that many meetings, etc. can 
occur virtually. So, I would not 
think that a satellite office might 
be necessary. But I am also a 
former EJP volunteer, so needs 
may have changed in the last few 
years.”



ARE YOU AWARE 
THAT EJP HAS 

OFFICE SPACE AND 
MEETING ROOMS IN 

THE YMCA 
BUILDING ON 

CAMPUS?



MOVING FORWARD, 
DO YOU BELIEVE 

EJP SHOULD ADOPT 
ABOLITION AS AN 

UNDERLYING 
VALUE?



Abolition as 
a core EJP 
value?

• In response to Question 10, I (personally) have 
seen many who adopt an abolitionist stance as 
hypocritical because, despite pushing for love and 
community, they also push hate. I (personally) 
keep in mind the value of humanity in a 
consistent manner, where even if we think the 
institutions are bad, those working within them 
aren't necessarily "bad" people. I've seen too 
many "all cops are bad" posts, which is not 
something I (personally) can stand by, but I can 
stand by disagreeing with law enforcement as an 
institution, and working together to abolish 
harmful, racist institutions. Also, this question is 
difficult to answer because abolitionism stems 
across multiple institutions (e.g., schools, child 
welfare, "corrections", law enforcement, social 
services), so I would assume that if we do adopt 
this stance, we either stick with "corrections", 
since we primarily serve individuals facing post-
adjudication systems, or start there and re-
evaluate as time goes on and opportunities 
expand



Abolition as 
a core EJP 
value?

• “To the above question, I really don't believe EJP is 
an abolitionist organization. There's nothing wrong 
with aspiring to be, but from organizational 
structure to content to messaging to the attitudes 
and perspectives of members, perspective 
members, alums, and students, I don't think it'd be 
accurate or honest to adopt abolition as an 
underlying value at this point. That doesn't mean 
the work can't be abolition-aspirational, abolition-
oriented, or whatever, but saying that it's a core 
value seems too much, too fast, esp. when we 
have multiple members who seem very skeptical 
about abolition and consistently chime in with the 
refrain of "What about the rapists and 
murderers?" That kind of response, of which I've 
heard a lot, does not seem abolitionist to me..”

• “I hope this would promote engagement with all 
quarters of UIUC, from Psychology and SW to 
Poli Sci, Law and Business that matches the multi-
dimensions of abolition”

• “Regarding the last question, I believe in abolition 
as a value, but I'm not sure all donors do. This is 
the only reason I'm undecided. I would hate to 
announce this value and see EJP lose support.



Recommendations for EJP
• Enthusiastically pursue center status
• Explore campus reporting structure if EJP becomes a center
• Continue to dialogue with stakeholders about EJP becoming a 

center
• Create an exploration group to investigate the purpose and 

logistics of having space in Chicago 
• Educate others broadly about the physical EJP office spaces
•Develop an abolition study group and/or further investigate 

abolition and what it means as an EJP value 
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 Education Justice Project 
FAQ’s re: EJP Becoming a Campus Center 
 
Nature and Context of EJP Becoming a Campus Center  

• What is a campus center? 
o There is no strict definition at U of I, but it is generally understood to be a unit on 

campus that engages in activities that involve individuals and activities beyond a 
single department and that is a permanent part of campus. Centers typically 
engage in research or in public engagement, or both. 

• Why seek to become a center now? 
o We started the process in 2018, but put the effort aside, first, to address the 

situation of our community library at Danville CC and, next, because the 
outbreak of the pandemic diverted our attention. 

• What are examples of other centers on campus?  
o There are dozens of them, large and small. For example: African Studies Center, 

Center for Global Studies, Children and Family Research Center, Prairie Research 
Institute, Unit for Criticism and Interpretive Theory, Technology Entrepreneur 
Center. This is a full list of campus centers. 

• Are there similar prison-in-college centers in the state or across the country?  
o Not that we’re aware of. However, as the above list suggests, not all centers 

have the name “center” in their name, so some HEP programs may be centers 
even if they’re not called centers.  

• Are there centers that the EJP seeks to model itself on?  
o If we were to become a center tomorrow, we would continue with our current 

activities and programs. We aspire to eventually resemble the Chez Veterans 
Center, which provides housing and wrap around services to students who are 
veterans. However, EJP would differ from Chez in that Chez doesn’t engage 
much in public education and policy, and that’s an important part of EJP’s work. 

• What is the process of becoming a center? 
o We need to prepare a written proposal, which is already in draft form. It requires 

approval from multiple entities, from the faculty senate to the board of trustees 
to the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 

  
Mission and Activities  

• How would the mission and activities of an EJP center differ from EJP’s current mission 
and activities?  

https://research.illinois.edu/research-illinois/research-centers-and-programs


Last updated 03.05.21 
Page 2 of 3 

o There would be no immediate change. We would continue with our current 
work, which was laid out in EJP’s 2019-22 Strategic Objectives. EJP’s mission and 
activities are already broad and impactful enough that they easily meet the 
expectations of a campus center. Moving forward, it is likely that implementing a 
prison-to-gown pathway on campus and a degree would become part of our 
next set of Strategic Objectives. However, we would seek to do these things even 
if we don’t become a center. 

• What can EJP do as a center that it cannot do currently?  
o We cannot think of anything. 

• Then why become a center? 
o Becoming a center would provide greater stability and, thereby, protection, to 

EJP because it would become an official unit of the University of Illinois and not 
simply a faculty member’s research project, as it is currently. Becoming a center 
would also provide more status and gravitas to our mission and activities.  

• Will the center help alumni continue their education post-incarceration?   
o We hope that a prison-to-gown pathway will help alumni and others. However, 

we would do this even if we don’t become a center. Becoming a center would 
not make it easier for EJP alumni in particular to enroll at Illinois. 

• What role will alumni play in a center?  
o We expect alumni to play an ever-growing role within EJP, from serving on 

committees to public speaking to being paid staff. There is currently no plan for 
an alumni program or unit within EJP, whether it becomes a center or not.  

• Will becoming a center facilitate developing a degree-conferring program?  
o It’s not clear that becoming a center will help. Again, this is something that is on 

our agenda even if we don’t become a center. Becoming a center is unlikely to 
hurt this effort. 

 

  
Structure and Logistics  

• Will becoming a center involve EJP getting its own building?  
o We hope to eventually have our own building, in order to better accommodate 

housing for the prison-to-gown pathway and create a community space for those 
interested in criminal justice reform or abolition. That said, most campus centers 
do not have their own buildings. 

• Will becoming a center involve EJP changing its current affiliation with the College of 
Education? Would a center be affiliated with a specific department or college?  

o The dean has indicated that he believes that if EJP becomes a center, it should 
leave the College of Education. Centers are not usually units of departments, 
since the very idea of a center is that it engages in activities that concern more 
than one department. If we leave Education, it is likely we would move “up” 
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campus and become a center of a higher-level unit on campus, such as the 
provost’s office or the chancellor for research’s office. 

• Would becoming a center change EJP’s funding structure? 
o Centers require stable funding sources. EJP does not currently have a stable 

funding source. Examples of stable funding sources include university funds, 
endowments, and legislative appropriations. We will need to seek such sources. 

o Becoming a center is likely to make EJP a more attractive funding option for 
larger donors. It will also bring EJP to the attention of campus advancement in a 
way that it currently is not. 

• Would becoming a center change the nature of campus or university oversight of EJP?  
o Becoming a center doesn’t inherently change the nature of oversight of EJP. 

However, if we become a center in a unit that is more “hands on” than the 
College of Education has been, that is likely to change the nature of oversight, 
within that unit.  

o Center directors meet regularly, and having EJP represented at that table will 
bring heightened awareness to campus of our activities, and with that might 
become heightened oversight. It could also provide increased opportunities for 
partnerships.   

o The University of Illinois is a notoriously decentralized campus. This allows for 
relative flexibility and independence of programs, centers, and units. It is one 
reason that EJP has been able to thrive. 

• Would a new EJP center have satellite centers in Chicago in the future?  
o That’s not currently the plan. We want to undertake a survey of EJP alumni to 

learn better what functions a Chicago (or elsewhere) office might serve. 
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39.06% 50

35.16% 45

28.13% 36

23.44% 30

10.16% 13

Q2 Please let us know your role(s) within EJP. Check all that apply.
Answered: 128 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 128

EJP donor Current EJP
member

Former EJP
member

Friend of EJP EJP alumnus
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EJP alumnus
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12.50% 16

5.47% 7

82.03% 105

Q3 Did you attend an EJP Becoming a Center Listening Group?
Answered: 128 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 128

Yes, one listening
group

Yes, two or three
listening groups

No
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90.63% 116

0.78% 1

8.59% 11

Q4 Do you believe EJP should become a center on campus? FYI - there is
no strict definition at UIUC, but a center is generally understood to be a

unit on campus that engages in activities that involve individuals and
activities beyond a single department and that is a permanent part of

campus. Centers typically engage in research or in public engagement, or
both.

Answered: 128 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 128

Yes No Unsure
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87.40% 111

82.68% 105

79.53% 101

77.17% 98

72.44% 92

66.93% 85

55.91% 71

52.76% 67

41.73% 53

10.24% 13

0.79% 1

Q5 If EJP becomes a Center, what opportunities may it create? Check all
that apply (This list is based on the information shared during the listening

group)
Answered: 127 Skipped: 1

Total Respondents: 127  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Enhanced opportunities for pre-tenure faculty to include EJP in dossier 5/14/2021 2:52 PM

2 The ability for a student to feel a better sense of self-worth and belief in the program itself. 5/4/2021 4:09 AM

3 Research opportunities which would provide a revenue stream and new knowledge 5/3/2021 10:02 AM

4 EJP having a center on campus will engender the notoriety and respect that the program
deserves due to the historical prestige and reputation of the University of Illinois.

5/2/2021 8:15 PM

5 research initiatives, academic offerings (e.g. classes, workshops, consultations, etc.) 4/27/2021 10:37 AM

Increa
sed
visibi
lit...

Increa
sed
collab
ora...

Enhanc
ed
fundra
isi...

Increa
sed
status
on...

Increa
sed
visibi
lit...

Enhanc
ed
abilit
y t...

Improv
ed
profes
sio...

Enhanc
ed
abilit
y t...

Increa
sed
autono
my

Other
(pleas
e
spe...

None
of
the
above

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

87.40%87.40%87.40%87.40%87.40%
82.68%82.68%82.68%82.68%82.68%

79.53%79.53%79.53%79.53%79.53% 77.17%77.17%77.17%77.17%77.17%
72.44%72.44%72.44%72.44%72.44%

66.93%66.93%66.93%66.93%66.93%

55.91%55.91%55.91%55.91%55.91% 52.76%52.76%52.76%52.76%52.76%

41.73%41.73%41.73%41.73%41.73%

10.24%10.24%10.24%10.24%10.24%
0.79%0.79%0.79%0.79%0.79%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Increased visibility on campus

Increased collaborations across campus

Enhanced fundraising ability

Increased status on campus

Increased visibility across the state and nationally

Enhanced ability to engage in policy work

Improved professional relationship with Illinois Department of Corrections

Enhanced ability to raise funds for an EJP building

Increased autonomy on campus

Other (please specify)

None of the above
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6 Financial support from the University instead of depending on fundraisers 4/27/2021 1:56 AM

7 If this opens up augmented / more robust lines of funding and/or places EJP in a more
supportive relationship with another college (i.e., LAS) v. the College of Ed, then this might be
a plus.

4/26/2021 5:30 PM

8 institutional permanence at the university 4/25/2021 12:43 PM

9 My answers are based solely on the answers to provided FAQs. 4/24/2021 12:49 PM

10 Enhanced exchange programs with other stake holders. For instance the formerly incarcerated
individual in Uganda with the Americans. Will popularise the Reentry guides including that in
Uganda

4/24/2021 11:51 AM

11 Based on the FAQ, all of the above! 4/24/2021 10:30 AM

12 Will attract more volunteers 4/24/2021 10:28 AM

13 Source of Education Justice Professional Development and Training 4/19/2021 10:57 PM
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64.84% 83

35.94% 46

21.88% 28

15.63% 20

6.25% 8

Q6 If EJP becomes a Center, what potential concerns might you have?
Check all that apply (This list is based on the information shared during the

listening group)
Answered: 128 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 128  

Minimum
2.00

Maximum
6.00

Median
2.00

Mean
2.92

Standard Deviation
1.13

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 The potential to lose it’s focus on incarcerated citizens thriving beyond the academic space. 5/2/2021 8:15 PM

2 The first thing I thought of with the word "permanent" was the goal many have to make HEP
programs a thing of the past because prisons will be a thing of the past. We are not near that
goal yet, however, and I think strengthening EJP by becoming a "permanent" center (with the
caveat that that might change in time as the group works to dismantle prisons) is a significant
goal worth pursuing.

4/28/2021 7:40 PM

3 Subject to budgetary constraints of UIUC during financially tough times. 4/27/2021 10:17 AM

4 I work in a center, and I don't think that any of the above have applied to us—historically or
presently. In that sense, I'm not too worried about it. That said, centers are strange creatures
in the university landscape; it's often unclear what the org structure is and what happens when
someone steps down as the EO. So that poses some logistical questions or challenges EJP
would do well to prepare for

4/26/2021 5:30 PM

Increased
university
oversight

Negative
change in EJP
culture (for
example,...

None of the
above

Negative
publicity or
attention
that may c...

Other
(please
specify)
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15.63%15.63%15.63%15.63%15.63%
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Increased university oversight

Negative change in EJP culture (for example, become less egalitarian or less family like) (4)

None of the above (1)

Negative publicity or attention that may come with increased visibility (3)

Other (please specify) (5)

BASIC STATISTICS
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5 If currently a faculty's research project, then covered by rules of academic freedom. Depending
on status of future center's members, will that still apply? BOT, campus administrators not
always at the forefront of what's right when controversy comes knocking (remember the Salaita
debacle, vendetta of a past BOT president against a UIC prof, etc.)

4/26/2021 10:37 AM

6 My concern re: over-involvement of admin. is based on my general experience as a former UI
employee.

4/24/2021 12:49 PM

7 Will be an appropriate platform for raising new leaders 4/24/2021 11:51 AM

8 Right-wing critics have a more accessible target 4/24/2021 10:28 AM
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77.69% 94

22.31% 27

Q7 Do you think that EJP should have a satellite office in Chicago?
Answered: 121 Skipped: 7

TOTAL 121
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Q8 Tell us more about your response to the previous question. If you
answered yes, let us know what you would like the Chicago satellite office
do or offer. If you answered no, feel free to elaborate on your response.

Answered: 107 Skipped: 21

# RESPONSES DATE

1 I say one or the other: establish a presence in Chicago or become a Center at UIUC.
Personally I appreciate the state-wide nature of EJP. Chicago takes up all the oxygen in any
room it's in.

5/14/2021 2:52 PM

2 More resources available in Chicago making the impact grand 5/4/2021 6:02 PM

3 Have more reentry resources 5/4/2021 4:09 AM

4 Most of EJP students and alums are from Chicago. Having a satellite office will help both
groups navigate Re-entry as well as aid in the post education.

5/3/2021 6:51 PM

5 A place for alumni to visit and a resource for the community at large 5/3/2021 10:02 AM

6 Since a lot of alumni coming out of prison are from Chicago, the satellite office would be in a
better position to provide post prison services to those reintegrating into society.

5/2/2021 10:26 PM

7 Have a possible transition place for prospective students who want to continue their education. 5/2/2021 8:25 PM

8 Most of the incarcerated citizens who participate in EJP are from Chicago as well as the
families and loved ones who support them. Most, if not all, will return to Chicago to live and
work and it will be much easier for them to stay connected with EJP with a satellite office in
the city.

5/2/2021 8:15 PM

9 fostering family and community relations 4/30/2021 5:12 PM

10 Accessibility and support, advocacy. 4/30/2021 4:17 PM

11 I am biased, as a Chicago friend working in one of several HEP initiatives in Chicago that are
expanding wraparound services in a variety of ways, but I think EJP would do well to support
existing programs in the Chicago area and consult with them closely before establishing its
own office. There is much work to be done and many gaps to be filled in Chicago, and so a
stronger EJP presence would be welcome in many, many ways. At the same time, I
sometimes think that multiplying programs/offices (in any kind of field) is not as productive as
programs collaborating more intentionally to support existing practitioners. That isn't always the
best way, but it should be looked into first before establishing the EJP office in Chicago.

4/28/2021 7:40 PM

12 There has to be a huge connection to EJP and Chi-land needs. 4/28/2021 6:03 PM

13 Actually I don't know about the office in Chicago-- instead why not partner with UIC or an org in
the city to make broader connections? Just an idea?

4/28/2021 3:10 PM

14 The difference in culture between the Chicago Metropolitan area and down state are distinctly
different and development of a Center there would require a different approach. At this point I
believe that would diminish the energy necessary to make the Center here successful.

4/28/2021 1:16 PM

15 Everything that's offered at the on campus site. Make it a twin sister site. 4/28/2021 12:31 PM

16 What would the benefit of a Chicago office be? Is there a need? EJP doesn't work with a
Chicago prison and doesn't have staff based out of Chicago- would this be for alum outreach?

4/28/2021 11:24 AM

17 As a former volunteer with EJP and a current Chicago resident, I think that a satellite office
would allow for both former volunteers and EJP alumni to remain engaged with the program
even after moving from the Champaign-Urbana-Danville areas. The office could offer a space
to maintain relationships, continuity of workshops or mini-courses, resume building and
interview/job skills training, and act as a resource to formerly incarcerated individuals outside
the Danville/EJP program.

4/28/2021 9:20 AM
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18 U of I is outstanding educational institution and the opportunity should be available to all Illinois
residents regardless of location.

4/27/2021 10:43 PM

19 I answered yes, because there was no option for unsure and I thought having a satellite office
in Chicago was slightly better than not having one.

4/27/2021 4:51 PM

20 The majority of EJP's student body is from Chicago amc will most likely be returning there. It
makes sense to.

4/27/2021 4:19 PM

21 I think in Chicago there needs more involvement with rehabilitation for criminals and programs
geared towards reentry into society and coping skills

4/27/2021 2:59 PM

22 I am from Chicago and would love to still be involved when I move back! 4/27/2021 2:38 PM

23 A majority of those released from incarceration at DCC are released to the Greater
Chicagoland area

4/27/2021 12:45 PM

24 I think there is so much work to be done in Illinois outside the Chicago area that adding
Chicago will dilute the mission.

4/27/2021 10:53 AM

25 I just don't know enough about it or what it would do (what its purpose would be) to recommend
that we add a new satellite office.

4/27/2021 10:46 AM

26 Because of the disproportionate amount of Black and brown people that enter the ILDOC from
Chicago/Cook County area, it would behoove EJP to open an office there. Collaborations with
a myriad of stakeholders can offset some of the effects of the prison industrial complex.

4/27/2021 10:37 AM

27 I said yes because it seems like a good idea. But if it was possible to have responded "I don't
know" I would have done that. I really don't know the advantages and disadvantages of
opening a Chicago satellite office.

4/27/2021 10:26 AM

28 I'm not sure. Maybe the Center should come first if that plan goes forward. I'm a little
concerned about spreading too thin. On the other hand I imagine many alums are from Chicago
and a satellite office there might facilitate ongoing contact and family support.

4/27/2021 10:19 AM

29 I said "No" because I am not sure what the Chicago satellite office could do or offer. 4/27/2021 10:17 AM

30 Interact with stakeholders in our largest population center. 4/27/2021 10:08 AM

31 I said no b/c I have no context to answer the question. 4/27/2021 7:45 AM

32 If EJP were to become a center, a satellite office in Chicago could be home to an alumnus
center (or maybe FEJP could “rent” space from EJP) and could be used as a research/policy
HQ focusing on post-incarceration and transition. It could also further collaboration between
EJP and other HEP communities, such as the program at Northwestern.

4/27/2021 6:32 AM

33 As many EJP alumnus come from the Chicago area, I do feel that it would benefit the EJP
community as there are also many EJP family members in the Chicago area. It would benefit
both EJP alumnus and family to have an actual location to go to for assistance.

4/27/2021 2:41 AM

34 I wonder if also something in CU could be doable considering the differences in cost. Maybe it
would be great for EJP students that exit the prison.

4/27/2021 1:56 AM

35 Avenues to continue education in a practical and efficient manner (applying u of I credits to
Bachelor level degree) that is meaningful for student and the U of I.

4/26/2021 11:40 PM

36 Not sure exactly what this means but having an office in Chicago could be good for
professional relationships, as well as potential improvements in the relationship with IDOC or
even expansion of EJP programs to other correctional centers (?)

4/26/2021 9:52 PM

37 I feel it would encourage a stronger connection to the many EJP alumni who live in the
Chicago area.

4/26/2021 8:25 PM

38 It should be the center of alumni and family initiatives. It should probably also be the home
base for the reentry guide, eventually.

4/26/2021 7:09 PM

39 we have a number of alumnus in Chicago. I feel a satellite would help with connections to
alums and to the univeristy. Net working as well.

4/26/2021 6:14 PM

40 Since most of the ejp students ( and alumni) are from Chicago and the Chicago-land areas,
having a satellite office would afford more alumni greater opportunities to participate in ejp

4/26/2021 6:07 PM
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activities.

41 CAVE collaborations/meetings, alumni gatherings/networking, family of alumni gatherings 4/26/2021 5:53 PM

42 EJP alumni and family becoming more connected 4/26/2021 5:49 PM

43 Maybe? I'm ambivalent on this. I think it depends who wants it, for what purposes, and what
it'll enable. Also would be interested to know who or what entities make this decision.

4/26/2021 5:30 PM

44 A Chicago satellite office could offer more resources to folx in the city, with particular
consideration in reentry.

4/26/2021 5:26 PM

45 Yes, for long term plans. Not immediately. 4/26/2021 2:21 PM

46 Proximity to students' family members; as a resource center 4/26/2021 11:51 AM

47 Share training resources, expertise, publicity -- all good for policy development, making
contacts, increase profile, network for EJP grads.

4/26/2021 11:13 AM

48 I think that the pandemic has shown us that many meetings, etc. can occur virtually. So I
would not think that a satellite office might be necessary. But I am also a former EJP
volunteer, so needs may have changed in the last few years!

4/26/2021 10:40 AM

49 Would have liked an "unsure" option for question #7. A satellite office might be beneficial
where there is a concentration of folks in need. As is well known by some, lots of prisons
located downstate, but perhaps lot of formerly incarcerated folks in need of support in the
Chicago-metro area, and lots of educational institutions that could be drawn in?.

4/26/2021 10:37 AM

50 If it were feasible, this would be an opportunity to convene the community of directly impacted
individuals and create a safe space in which to learn more about how they articulate their
needs and allow the program to evolve with the community in a city with a high volume of
'reentry'

4/26/2021 9:59 AM

51 To engage with Chicago Area prisons, offering interesting curriculum and workshops 4/26/2021 9:46 AM

52 Could it be in partnership with UIC, especially since their enrollment might include more past
incarcerated, and/or those on their campus that could also benefit from such a program?

4/26/2021 9:20 AM

53 I think there are many unmet needs in the Chicago area where EJP can make a significant
impact.

4/26/2021 9:03 AM

54 There are probably EJP alumni there. 4/26/2021 8:55 AM

55 Xx 4/26/2021 6:25 AM

56 To partner up with local Re entry organization and take a much more direct role in assistance
formerly incarcerated people, since majority of FIP is from Chicago

4/25/2021 11:49 PM

57 Don't have sufficient information to support. What are the pros and cons? Would certainly
support Rebecca Ginsburg's position on this.

4/25/2021 10:58 PM

58 So many alumni from EJP move to Chicago. This would improve alumni engagement as well
as tap into a larger volunteer base.

4/25/2021 3:59 PM

59 I am relatively new to EJP. I imagine there is a need for a program like EJP in Chicago where
the program may have even more reach.

4/25/2021 2:46 PM

60 A space for formerly incarcerated to connect with EJP to continue the mission of EJP as a
large population of the incarcerated will be returning to Chicago land area

4/25/2021 1:22 PM

61 I would like to see the U of I have more programs in more jails and prisons. 4/25/2021 12:43 PM

62 I left the previous question blank because I would have liked an "unsure" option. I do not have
a sense of the pros & cons of opening a satellite office in Chicago. My knowledge of EJP
extends only to Danville CC -- does EJP also have (or wish to have) a presence in Chicago
prisons?

4/25/2021 10:05 AM

63 More opportunities for collaboration with EJP alumni. Help make public perception "less
academic."

4/25/2021 10:01 AM

64 Many former EJP students call the Chicago area home. A Chicago satellite office would
provide them with easier and more efficient access to EJP programs and assistance.

4/25/2021 9:35 AM
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65 The majority of EJP participants will be paroled to the Chicagoland area in office in Chicago
will allow EJP to monitor Alums and gain insight on how better we can help once they are
released and build further in the Re-Entry initiative and learn what can be provided on the
inside early to better help the transition to society.

4/25/2021 9:33 AM

66 The Chicago satellite office could offer more visibility for the operation to the city’s public. This
office could also make it easier for many Chicago alumnus to stay involved with EJP
activities.

4/25/2021 4:17 AM

67 Most returning citizens return to a few Chicago Zip Codes. Most come from or through Cook
County Jail.

4/25/2021 2:42 AM

68 It makes sense to expand to more populations eventually 4/24/2021 10:39 PM

69 I have worked on getting Center status for the Grainger Center for Electric Machinery and
Electromechanics. It requires a fair amount of writing and guarantee of funding. For the CEME,
we had outside funding and never depended on University Funding. For EJP, you would have
to show some funding sources for the University to consider the application. If you rely on
University funding now, you will need to show your plan to become self-sufficient.

4/24/2021 8:33 PM

70 I think the satellite office should operate in whatever way serves the interest of alumni and
impacted folks.

4/24/2021 7:34 PM

71 more connections 4/24/2021 5:17 PM

72 It would be great to have similar programs offered in the Chicago area. This could have a
significant impact.

4/24/2021 4:58 PM

73 provide a place for newly released students to come to come amd be supported. to continue
the good work they began while incarcerated

4/24/2021 4:58 PM

74 No response 4/24/2021 4:47 PM

75 I'm actually unsure 4/24/2021 4:17 PM

76 I would think that many EJP alums and donors live and/or work in Chicago. An office there
would facilitate their involvement

4/24/2021 4:15 PM

77 Don't know enough to answer this 4/24/2021 3:06 PM

78 Build! Build! Build! 4/24/2021 2:50 PM

79 maybe- I don't know enough about what it would entail. 4/24/2021 2:19 PM

80 Because many of alumni are connected to Chicago, this seems a productive possibility. 4/24/2021 2:05 PM

81 No opinion on this question, but what purpose would it serve?? 4/24/2021 1:43 PM

82 I don't have enough info to answer this question. It seems possible that a Chicago office could
enhance funding opportunities.

4/24/2021 12:49 PM

83 A satellite office can provide service to more people. 4/24/2021 12:36 PM

84 For better contact with alumni and with potential donors 4/24/2021 12:34 PM

85 It will help reduce the rates of Recidivism, Violence and Crime in Chicago. It will increase on
the awareness and deterance in Chicago where crime is escalating.

4/24/2021 11:51 AM

86 We have so many Chicago alumni; a. Office there would be a resource for them. 4/24/2021 11:37 AM

87 A satellite office is a good idea that could be modeled after specific services the center offers
at UIUC. Potentially a partnership with UIC?

4/24/2021 11:32 AM

88 A satellite office may offer exposure to donors and supporters. Also offer support for EJP
alumni and opportunities for those alumni to become involved with EJP. It is very important to
keep energy centered in champagne in continuing the good work that is currently being
completed and planned. Musr be careful that a Chicago satellite office might dilute the
energies of EJP

4/24/2021 11:23 AM

89 In a virtual world, maintaining a Chicago office would dilute the effectiveness. Better to identify
key contacts and empower them to represent the campus center.

4/24/2021 11:15 AM
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90 At this time, educational resources available to prisoners (aside from EJP) are concentrated in
Chicago. While it is important for EJP to continue its cooperation with those other resources, a
physical presence is not needed. If you are going to expand, it should be to SIU, which is
proximate to many of Illinois' prisons.

4/24/2021 11:10 AM

91 I'd like that office to be more involved with re-entry as most of the students exiting DOC are
from said area.

4/24/2021 10:33 AM

92 I think ELP should establish itself more fully here first. There is a danger that Chicago would
take over, as it so often does.

4/24/2021 10:30 AM

93 Stronger connections with the larger groups of EJP alumni that are in the Chicago area. 4/24/2021 10:28 AM

94 Should have a presence in the state's main metropolitan site and one world-class location 4/24/2021 10:28 AM

95 Making connections with the community in the Chicagoland area with the goal of offering
programs

4/24/2021 10:25 AM

96 I think it's a no brainer to have a satellite office in Chicago, especially if it brings more
awareness to the humanity of prisoners.

4/24/2021 10:18 AM

97 N/a 4/24/2021 10:14 AM

98 Focus on reentry 4/21/2021 11:39 PM

99 Chicago being a major city will allow for more volunteers in EJP. Also, most EJP alumni live in
Chicago or near Chicago which will allow them to be more involved in EJP.

4/20/2021 12:25 PM

100 Chicago has such a number of efforts and initiatives. Downstate is so often neglected. I'd
rather see the focus remain here.

4/20/2021 12:08 PM

101 This is something that I think could be useful once in person meetings become safe and more
normal. Having a set EJP safe space in Chicago to provide access and resources, could be
beneficial.

4/20/2021 9:12 AM

102 Not really sure what this will look like, but I believe this is important because many EJP alumni
return to Chicago, and it is essential we provide continued support and resources.

4/20/2021 8:16 AM

103 EJP satellite office in CHicago should also establish mini-satellites offices in communities
most impacted by over- incarceration

4/19/2021 10:57 PM

104 I would have answered "unsure" but that wasn't an option. 4/19/2021 8:48 PM

105 I think it would be a great opportunity for EJP alumni to be even more involved since so many
live in the Chicago area.

4/19/2021 8:38 PM

106 Would be interested in knowing the data where alumni are located or involved students are to
warrant an office.

4/19/2021 8:38 PM

107 I’d love to see this center become a place where EJP alumni can lead. There are so many
reentry needs, and I’d love to see EJP do more to meet those.

4/19/2021 8:37 PM
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59.38% 76

40.63% 52

Q9 Are you aware that EJP has office space and meeting rooms in the
YMCA building on campus?

Answered: 128 Skipped: 0
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59.38% 76

10.16% 13

30.47% 39

Q10 As you may know, the abolitionist movement is diverse. At its core is
a conviction that punitive responses to harm are themselves harmful, and

that because prisons and allied institutions operate with a punitive
orientation, their use should be phased out. Also at its core is the belief

that community-oriented approaches to ensuring safety and security
should be explored. To hold abolition as a value, then, includes holding a
critical stance towards incarceration and allied practices and a stance of

curiosity and openness towards other ways of responding to harm. Moving
forward, do you believe EJP should adopt abolition as an underlying value?

Answered: 128 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 128

Yes No Undecided
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Q11 Do you have other thoughts about EJP becoming a center that you
would like to share with us?

Answered: 52 Skipped: 76

# RESPONSES DATE

1 none 5/4/2021 6:02 PM

2 Becoming a center on campus ensures that EJP is viewed as a legitimate educational and
social justice entity, rather than just someone’s hobby or another run-of-the-mill cause. It
allows EJP to be defined as a center for higher learning, in all its definitions.

5/4/2021 4:09 AM

3 No 5/3/2021 6:51 PM

4 No; not at this time 5/2/2021 10:26 PM

5 No 5/2/2021 8:25 PM

6 Not at this time. 5/2/2021 8:15 PM

7 None at this time. 4/30/2021 4:17 PM

8 I'm looking to get more involved - working hard to get this dissertation done and help support
more asap. Great work you all, keep it up.

4/28/2021 6:03 PM

9 Incarceration has its place in the safety of society. Although alternate methods of insuring
safety should be explored to decrease the need for incarceration, focusing on rehabilitation and
reintroduction to society needs to be a priority right now.

4/28/2021 1:16 PM

10 A site in Chicago would allow me to become more active in my efforts to assist ejp projects 4/28/2021 12:31 PM

11 I think the legitimacy being a center would create outweighs the negatives (but please note this
is just a feeling and not backed up by research)

4/28/2021 11:24 AM

12 Continued opportunities to educate the university about issues on the broader campus that
impacts how alumni are treated

4/27/2021 4:19 PM

13 Equal opportunity for all to receive guidance and improve one’s self 4/27/2021 2:59 PM

14 Nope! Thanks :) 4/27/2021 2:38 PM

15 I love EJP and would hope that it can become a major partner with the ILDOC, court system,
probation and parole, juvenile courts, etc. to be a proactive force to mitigate the harms of the
carceral state. I'd like to see EJP increase its research and publications in these areas. I
would also like to see more BIPOC involved with EJP. Especially since the population that
EJP serves are primarily BIPOC.

4/27/2021 10:37 AM

16 I can't think of any other things right now. Above pretty much captures what was in my mind. 4/27/2021 10:17 AM

17 I want to comment about the last question. While I support abolition, if EJPs primary goal is
facilitating upper level college classes, then the politics of abolition could scare away partners
to the education work. It might be good to have two organizations, one dedicated to education
and the other to abolition.

4/27/2021 7:45 AM

18 Rely upon the wisdom of people dedicated and committed to sharing education with others,
regardless of incarceration status

4/26/2021 11:40 PM

19 Not at the moment. 4/26/2021 6:07 PM

20 To the above question, I really don't believe EJP is an abolitionist organization. There's nothing
wrong with aspiring to be, but from organizational structure to content to messaging to the
attitudes and perspectives of members, perspective members, alums, and students, I don't
think it'd be accurate or honest to adopt abolition as an underlying value at this point. That
doesn't mean the work can't be abolition-aspirational, abolition-oriented, or whatever, but saying
that it's a core value seems too much, too fast, esp. when we have multiple members who

4/26/2021 5:30 PM
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seem very skeptical about abolition and consistently chime in with the refrain of "What about
the rapists and murderers?" That kind of response, of which I've heard a lot, does not seem
abolitionist to me.

21 This might be a case of an exciting opportunity being done a slight disservice by the
somewhat 'meh' language of 'center' -- I am not sure what word would do the same work as
'center' while doing the work that the word 'center' does here (i.e. referring to a specific
university structure) ... but the lead here with "there is no strict definition" could be converted
from a challenge to an opportunity -- an energetic word like "hub" or "workshop" or even some
groovy made up word like "collaboratory" with the word 'center' slightly de-centered might raise
enthusiasm. Of course, I realize you may be planning such thoughts for the next step if the
community expresses enthusiasm about becoming a center in the first place.

4/26/2021 9:59 AM

22 I believe EJP becoming a center on campus will provide excellent visibility and will show the
state that we are concerned with social justice issues. It is a necessary and important step in
leadership toward better Illinois community.

4/26/2021 9:46 AM

23 No 4/26/2021 8:55 AM

24 Xx 4/26/2021 6:25 AM

25 In my opinion, an on site center will students and educators an opportunity to engage and
confront the pros and cons surrounding issues of racial discrimination and mass incarceration

4/25/2021 11:49 PM

26 Would like to know how formation of a Center might encumber EJP 4/25/2021 10:58 PM

27 I hope this would promote engagement with all quarters of UIUC, from Psychology and SW to
Poli Sci, Law and Business that matches the multi-dimensions of abolition

4/25/2021 10:01 AM

28 I would hope that by becoming a center, EJP would be better equipped to coordinate its
program not just within the University of Illinois system, but with universities and colleges
throughout the state.

4/25/2021 9:35 AM

29 no 4/25/2021 9:33 AM

30 I believe that with EJP becoming a center is a STRONG step to EJP gaining more visibility
and support from those of society that have a biased perception of those who become
incarcerated, but yet strive to better themselves and the community around them.

4/25/2021 4:17 AM

31 I’m excited to see what directions it will take. 4/24/2021 7:34 PM

32 U of I should be round of EJP and use the strength of Uof I to support it 4/24/2021 4:58 PM

33 No, but thank you for asking! 4/24/2021 4:17 PM

34 no—i was honored to be invited to respond to these questions. thank you for holding your prior
employees (lifelong comrades) close!

4/24/2021 2:50 PM

35 Go for it! 4/24/2021 2:19 PM

36 Regarding the last question, I believe in abolition as a value, but I'm not sure all donors do.
This is the only reason I'm undecided. I would hate to announce this value and see EJP lose
support.

4/24/2021 2:05 PM

37 On Question 10, Abolition: I believe that we incarcerate far too many people. I also believe that
there are some individuals—they are rare—who are too dangerous to be among others.

4/24/2021 12:49 PM

38 No 4/24/2021 12:36 PM

39 EJP has inspired many formerly incarcerated individual in Uganda and has helped to reduce
the Obstacles and Challenges of Reentry in the Correctional industry of Uganda. Has
supported the Visitation and lecture tours of great people such as Johnny Page. This will be
enhanced when EJP becomes a Center. It will also support the mansters' program and
education research for the formerly incarcerated individual who have done Bachelor's Degrees.

4/24/2021 11:51 AM

40 National statute & collaboration; ability to grant degrees, perhaps. 4/24/2021 11:37 AM

41 I believe it would raise the credibility in the community and the state 4/24/2021 11:23 AM

42 Outright abolition is problematical, because of the complexities of designing, planning, funding,
and orchestrating a transition. While everyone wishes we had a world in which incarceration

4/24/2021 11:15 AM



EJP Becoming a Center Feedback Survey SurveyMonkey

20 / 20

was not necessary, there are some VERY dangerous people in the maximum security
institutions, whom we need to continue to incarcerate in some form.

43 I just want to explain my answer on abolition. A core test of abolitionists is that one should
never build anything that you would later have to dismantle on the way to abolishing prisons.
The entire point of EJP is to build a better education program in prison. By definition, this is
not an abolitionist program. That does not mean that it is a bad thing--it isn't. It also does not
mean that teaching from an abolitionist perspective is beyond the scope of EJP's program. But
it does mean that EJP itself is NOT an abolitionist project.

4/24/2021 11:10 AM

44 No 4/24/2021 10:33 AM

45 Radical reform, yes. "Abolish the police" and prisons, no. Look what happened historically
when they abolished the asylums!

4/24/2021 10:28 AM

46 The abolition movement is a Utopian ideal. The more immediate concerns are the limitations of
solitary confinement, universal medical and dental care for prisoners, their freedom to expand
their mind and spirit through education programs, and their transitional social and economic
needs of adapting into civil society. Every prison in the IDOC and in Cook County Jail should
have a plethora of educational options for prisoners. That's why I contribute to the Education
Justice Project.

4/24/2021 10:18 AM

47 No 4/24/2021 10:14 AM

48 This is a long shot. Maybe EJP becoming a center, and with that looking more "official", IDOC
might see it differently and will be more willing to work with us. I know, a long shot. If it doesn't
change IDOC's view of us, oh well, we'll continue to push forward.

4/20/2021 12:25 PM

49 So to elaborate on 10. I do agree with the statement, but my concern would be if we would not
be allowed to go into DCC because EJP made the stance.

4/20/2021 9:12 AM

50 In response to Question 10, I (personally) have seen many who adopt an abolitionist stance as
hypocritical because, despite pushing for love and community, they also push hate. I
(personally) keep in mind the value of humanity in a consistent manner, where even if we think
the institutions are bad, those working within them aren't necessarily "bad" people. I've seen
too many "all cops are bad" posts, which is not something I (personally) can stand by, but I
can stand by disagreeing with law enforcement as an institution, and working together to
abolish harmful, racist institutions. Also, this question is difficult to answer because
abolitionism stems across multiple institutions (e.g., schools, child welfare, "corrections", law
enforcement, social services), so I would assume that if we do adopt this stance, we either
stick with "corrections", since we primarily serve individuals facing post-adjudication systems,
or start there and re-evaluate as time goes on and opportunities expand.

4/20/2021 8:16 AM

51 No 4/19/2021 10:57 PM

52 100% in support! 4/19/2021 8:38 PM




