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The Education Justice Project is unique
among prison education programs for
having an outreach component. EJP
students tell us which of their loved
ones they’d like us to contact. EJP in
turn sends those family members or
friends regular updates from the pro-
gram and organizes events in Chicago
where they can meet EJP instructors
and get to know one another.

FACE, as we call the program, ac-
knowledges an important fact: incar-
ceration does not impact only those
men and women who are locked up. It
also stigmatizes, imposes practical but-
dens upon, and otherwise destablizes
those left behind. Higher education
can mitigate those effects. Most EJP
students are the first in their families to
attend college. Their parents take pride
in them and their children find, in their
fathers’ academic accomplishments, a
new narrative of hope for their own
lives.

I hope you enjoy reading about the rip-
ple effects that EJP creates among our
students’ family members and within
the communities from which they
come.
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Reaching Families and Communities

BY MADELEINE HAMLIN

When Jean Johnson walked into her
first FACE Open House in April
2011, she wasn’t sure what to expect.
“My brother Michael is a prisoner in
Danville,” she explains. “As a family
member, there’s sometimes a fear of

judgment.”

Despite her initial apprehension, Jean
says that attending the Open House
with her husband Paul “was actually
very emotional. It wasn’t a thing of
pitying the prisoners. It was more of
this incredible respect and admiration
for them, and it was really wonderful
to see that.”

WHAT IS FACE?

FACE, or Family and Community En-
gagement, is an EJP program that shares
the accomplishments of incarcerated
University of Illinois students at Dan-
ville prison with their family members
and friends on the outside and encout-
ages students’ loved ones to pursue their
own educational goals.

FACE also secks to mitigate the stigma
associated with having a family member
incarcerated.

FACE has three forms of outreach.
First, FACE Coordinator Sheri-Lynn
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Kurisu and her team host biannual
Open Houses in Chicago public librar-
ies, where family members like Jean and
EJP instructors gather for sharing . Rep-
resentatives of community organiza-
tions are also invited. Second, to reach
those relatives who live far away, the
FACE team regularly sends mailings to
family members across the country, in-
cluding information about educational
resources and other materials of interest
to families of the incarcerated. Finally,
FACE offers two annual scholarships of
$500 each, one to a family member of an
EJP student and the other to a relative
of a Danville Correctional staff mem-
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THIS PAGE AND NEXT: Scenes from recnet Open Houses, including EJP teacher Regine Kroh (far right, in blue), EJP teacher Agnieszka
Tuszysnka (below, in orange), and 2011 FACE scholarship winners Karl Rand and LaBrea Hutcherson with their families (right).

ber. Sheri-Lynn’s role within EJP is unique
because she doesn’t work directly with stu-
dents in the prison. Nevertheless, she calls
her work with FACE “inspiring.”

“It is so moving and rewarding and
heartwarming—and heartbreaking, at
points—to see how happy family mem-
bers are to talk to an instructor or to
hear sentences like ‘Your son works re-
ally hard in class’ or ‘Your son is a great
student.’ . . . It means the world to them
because they’ve never heard that before.”
-Regine Kroh, EJP Instructor

FACE volunteer Regine Kroh agrees. “In
working with FACE you get a whole new

perspective on the impact that EJP has, be-
yond the work we do in Danville.”

Why Family & Community

Engagement?

EJP cofounder and director Re-
becca Ginsburg traces FACE’s
early beginnings to the origins of
EJP itself, when she and a group
of colleagues travelled to other
prison education programs to
learn from their best practices.
She recalls, “One of the things
that struck us in talking to stu-
dents enrolled in prison education
programs was how much their
participation meant to their fam-
ily members. We heard over and

over again comments like, ‘my parents are
proud because I'm the first in my family to

An Instructor’s Perspective on FACE

BY AGNIESZKA TUSZYNSKA, EJP INSTRUCTOR

attend college’ and ‘I’ve become an inspira-

2

tion to my childre instead of a shame.

1

The FACE program gives
us a sense of belonging
to something greater
than ourselves,
by allowing families to be
part of our change. ))
—Tyrone F. Muhammad,
EJP Student

They realized that the innovative educa-
tion program they were building could hold
highly beneficial consequences for the fam-
ily members of incarcerated students.




“Some

studies show that about

half of the children of incarcerated parents
end up entangled in the criminal justice sys-
tem,” Rebecca explains. Several outreach pro-
grams exist in the US to support the family
members of incarcerated men and women.
Typically, they provide practical and psycho-
logical assistance to these families and orga-
nize prison visits. However, such programs
tend to work independently from prison edu-
cation efforts.

“We decided to incorporate family members

into our program model to exploit the benefit
that was evidently going to happen anyway,”
Rebecca says. EJP remains the only postsec-
ondary prison education program in the US
to include a significant family engagement
effort.

In April of 2009, EJP held its first FACE
event—a campus visit to the University of
Illinois for seven Chicago-based children
of EJP students.

The Open Houses

FACE Open Houses are the most direct
example of community outreach achieved
by FACE, with benefits for all who at-
tend. Vanessa Rouillon is an EJP tutor

and writing instructor who
has seen first-hand how the
event connects families, EJP
teachers, and community or-
ganizations, to the benefit of
all parties. “Families are bet-
ter equipped to support their
loved ones; service organiza-
tions are better informed of
our work and needs,” she ex-
plains. Above all, FACE Open
Houses provide a rare opportu-
nity for the friends and family of incar-
cerated men to see their loved ones in a new
light--as students and scholars.

1 People who are
encouraged to develop their
intellect come to think of
themselves as intelligent, ratio-
nal, and capable. There’s a
ripple effect. In time their fam-
ily members also
see themselves in

that light. b

—Sheri-Lynn Kurisu,
FACE Coordinator

Regine describes the typical scene at a FACE
Open House. “It’s an emotional event. You
see mothers or wives or sisters who are over-
whelmed by the knowledge that we, the EJP
instructors, actually care for their loved ones.
You also find them struggling with their sad-
ness over separation from them. You can’t
console the family members; there is no way
that you can really make this any better for
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ejp mission
The mission of the Education
Justice Project is to create a
model college-in-prison pro-

gram that demonstrates the
positive impacts of higher

education upon incarcer-
ated people, their families,
the communities from which
they come, the host institu-
tion, and society as a whole.



convocation

What FACE Means
to Me

BY WILLIAM WELLS, EJP STUDENT

My daughter, 17 years old, attended a
FACE Open House in Chicago. Speak-
ing with me afterwards, this is what
she said. “Dad, your drawing is get-
ting better. I talked with your teacher.
I read your poem, and this is what it
meant to me...”

I have struggled to think about how to
capture a piece of redemption from
the high crime of absence from her
life. [FACE] provided me represen-
tation, a type of presence of me in a
space where my family and friends
could appreciate it, thereby allowing
me a tiny window of redemption.

So thanks to you for throwing me a
life preserver. For rescuing me, for
however brief a moment, from men-
tally drowning in the debt of absence
I owe to her.

* Please visit our website to view a video
of William Wells delivering the speech
from which this excerpt is taken, at the
January 2012 convocation at Danville
Correctional Center.
www.educationjustice.net

EJP student William Wells at January 201
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them. You can just share that pain some-
how and signal to them that you under-
stand, and try to share with them what
EJP does.”

Indeed, Jean reports that, as she mingled
with EJP instructors, tutors, and other
volunteers at the Open House, “the sto-
ries that they shared about my brother
meant a lot to me because they talked
about his kindness towards others, his
engagement in the classroom. It made
me really happy and it made me incred-
ibly sad that Michael had to have that
experience in prison and wasn’t able to
have that experience for so many reasons
in the free world.”
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“Everybody needs hope,” Jean continues,

‘ ‘ The best part of the Open
House is the way EJP gives a
sense of normalcy about work-

ing with the students. ,,
—FACE mom

“and the Education Justice Project is a
ray of hope in what can be a very dismal

and dark situation.”
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