
Ripple Effects

7KH�(GXFDWLRQ�-XVWLFH�3URMHFW�LV�XQLTXH�
DPRQJ�SULVRQ�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDPV�IRU�
KDYLQJ� DQ� RXWUHDFK� FRPSRQHQW�� (-3�
VWXGHQWV� WHOO� XV� ZKLFK� RI � WKHLU� ORYHG�
RQHV� WKH\·G� OLNH� XV� WR� FRQWDFW��(-3� LQ�
WXUQ� VHQGV� WKRVH� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� RU�
IULHQGV� UHJXODU� XSGDWHV� IURP� WKH� SUR�
JUDP�DQG�RUJDQL]HV�HYHQWV� LQ�&KLFDJR�
ZKHUH� WKH\� FDQ� PHHW� (-3� LQVWUXFWRUV�
DQG�JHW�WR�NQRZ�RQH�DQRWKHU�

)$&(�� DV� ZH� FDOO� WKH� SURJUDP�� DF�
NQRZOHGJHV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� IDFW�� � LQFDU�
FHUDWLRQ� GRHV� QRW� LPSDFW� RQO\� WKRVH�
PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZKR�DUH�ORFNHG�XS��,W�
DOVR�VWLJPDWL]HV��LPSRVHV�SUDFWLFDO�EXU�
GHQV� XSRQ�� DQG� RWKHUZLVH� GHVWDEOL]HV�
WKRVH� OHIW� EHKLQG�� +LJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ�
FDQ� PLWLJDWH� WKRVH� HIIHFWV�� 0RVW� (-3�
VWXGHQWV�DUH�WKH�ÀUVW�LQ�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�WR�
DWWHQG�FROOHJH��7KHLU�SDUHQWV�WDNH�SULGH�
LQ�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�ÀQG��LQ�WKHLU�
IDWKHUV·� DFDGHPLF� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�� D�
QHZ� QDUUDWLYH� RI � KRSH� IRU� WKHLU� RZQ�
OLYHV���

,�KRSH�\RX�HQMR\�UHDGLQJ�DERXW�WKH�ULS�
SOH�HIIHFWV�WKDW�(-3�FUHDWHV�DPRQJ�RXU�
VWXGHQWV·� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� DQG� ZLWKLQ�
WKH� FRPPXQLWLHV� IURP� ZKLFK� WKH\�
FRPH�
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:KHQ�-HDQ�-RKQVRQ�ZDONHG�LQWR�KHU�
ÀUVW� )$&(� 2SHQ� +RXVH� LQ� $SULO�
������VKH�ZDVQ·W�VXUH�ZKDW�WR�H[SHFW��
´0\�EURWKHU�0LFKDHO�LV�D�SULVRQHU�LQ�
'DQYLOOH�µ�VKH�H[SODLQV�� $́V�D� IDPLO\�
PHPEHU��WKHUH·V�VRPHWLPHV�D�IHDU�RI �
MXGJPHQW�µ

'HVSLWH�KHU�LQLWLDO�DSSUHKHQVLRQ��-HDQ�
VD\V� WKDW� DWWHQGLQJ� WKH� 2SHQ� +RXVH�
ZLWK� KHU� KXVEDQG� 3DXO� ´ZDV� DFWXDOO\�
YHU\� HPRWLRQDO�� ,W� ZDVQ·W� D� WKLQJ� RI �
SLW\LQJ�WKH�SULVRQHUV��,W�ZDV�PRUH�RI �
WKLV�LQFUHGLEOH�UHVSHFW�DQG�DGPLUDWLRQ�
IRU� WKHP��DQG� LW�ZDV� UHDOO\�ZRQGHUIXO�
WR�VHH�WKDW�µ

WHAT IS FACE?
)$&(�� RU� )DPLO\� DQG�&RPPXQLW\�(Q�
JDJHPHQW��LV�DQ�(-3�SURJUDP�WKDW�VKDUHV�
WKH� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV� RI � LQFDUFHUDWHG�
8QLYHUVLW\� RI � ,OOLQRLV� VWXGHQWV� DW� 'DQ�
YLOOH� SULVRQ� ZLWK� WKHLU� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV�
DQG�IULHQGV�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�DQG�HQFRXU�
DJHV�VWXGHQWV·�ORYHG�RQHV�WR�SXUVXH�WKHLU�
RZQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�JRDOV���

)$&(�DOVR�VHHNV�WR�PLWLJDWH�WKH�VWLJPD�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�KDYLQJ�D�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�
LQFDUFHUDWHG�

)$&(� KDV� WKUHH� IRUPV� RI � RXWUHDFK��
)LUVW�����)$&(�&RRUGLQDWRU��6KHUL�/\QQ�

.XULVX� DQG� KHU� WHDP� KRVW� ELDQQXDO�
2SHQ�+RXVHV� LQ�&KLFDJR�SXEOLF� OLEUDU�
LHV��ZKHUH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�OLNH�-HDQ�DQG�
(-3�LQVWUXFWRUV�JDWKHU�IRU�VKDULQJ���5HS�
UHVHQWDWLYHV� RI � FRPPXQLW\� RUJDQL]D�
WLRQV� DUH� DOVR� LQYLWHG��6HFRQG�� WR� UHDFK�
WKRVH� UHODWLYHV� ZKR� OLYH� IDU� DZD\�� WKH�
)$&(�WHDP�UHJXODUO\� VHQGV�PDLOLQJV� WR�
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DFURVV� WKH�FRXQWU\�� LQ�
FOXGLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� HGXFDWLRQDO�
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�RWKHU�PDWHULDOV�RI �LQWHUHVW�
WR� IDPLOLHV� RI � WKH� LQFDUFHUDWHG�� )LQDOO\��
)$&(�RIIHUV�WZR�DQQXDO�VFKRODUVKLSV�RI �
�����HDFK��RQH�WR�D�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�RI �DQ�
(-3�VWXGHQW�DQG� WKH�RWKHU� WR�D� UHODWLYH�
RI � D�'DQYLOOH� &RUUHFWLRQDO� VWDII �PHP�

Spr ing 2012 Newsletter

BY REBECCA GINSBURG,
EJP DIRECTOR

BY MADELEINE HAMLIN
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D�UHFHQW�)$&(
�2SHQ�+RXVH

Reaching Families and Communities



EHU��6KHUL�/\QQ·V�UROH�ZLWKLQ�(-3�LV�XQLTXH�
EHFDXVH�VKH�GRHVQ·W�ZRUN�GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�VWX�
GHQWV�LQ�WKH�SULVRQ��1HYHUWKHOHVV��VKH�FDOOV�
KHU�ZRUN�ZLWK�)$&(�´LQVSLULQJ�µ�

)$&(� YROXQWHHU� 5HJLQH�.URK� DJUHHV�� ´,Q�
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�)$&(�\RX�JHW�D�ZKROH�QHZ�

SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�WKH�LPSDFW�WKDW�(-3�KDV��EH�
\RQG�WKH�ZRUN�ZH�GR�LQ�'DQYLOOH�µ

Why Family & Community 
Engagement?
(-3� FRIRXQGHU� DQG� GLUHFWRU� 5H�
EHFFD� *LQVEXUJ� WUDFHV� )$&(·V�
HDUO\�EHJLQQLQJV�WR�WKH�RULJLQV�RI �
(-3�LWVHOI��ZKHQ�VKH�DQG�D�JURXS�
RI � FROOHDJXHV� WUDYHOOHG� WR� RWKHU�
SULVRQ� HGXFDWLRQ� SURJUDPV� WR�
OHDUQ� IURP� WKHLU� EHVW� SUDFWLFHV��
6KH� UHFDOOV�� ´2QH� RI � WKH� WKLQJV�
WKDW� VWUXFN� XV� LQ� WDONLQJ� WR� VWX�
GHQWV�HQUROOHG�LQ�SULVRQ�HGXFDWLRQ�
SURJUDPV� ZDV� KRZ� PXFK� WKHLU�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�PHDQW�WR�WKHLU�IDP�
LO\�PHPEHUV��:H�KHDUG�RYHU� DQG�

RYHU�DJDLQ�FRPPHQWV�OLNH�� ¶P\�SDUHQWV�DUH�
SURXG�EHFDXVH�,·P�WKH�ÀUVW�LQ�P\�IDPLO\�WR�

DWWHQG�FROOHJH·�DQG�¶,·YH�EHFRPH�DQ�LQVSLUD�
WLRQ�WR�P\�FKLOGUH�LQVWHDG�RI �D�VKDPH�·µ

7KH\� UHDOL]HG� WKDW� WKH� LQQRYDWLYH� HGXFD�
WLRQ�SURJUDP�WKH\�ZHUH�EXLOGLQJ�FRXOG�KROG�
KLJKO\�EHQHÀFLDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�WKH�IDP�
LO\�PHPEHUV�RI �LQFDUFHUDWHG�VWXGHQWV��

“It is so moving and rewarding and 
heartwarming—and heartbreaking, at 
points—to see how happy family mem-
bers are to talk to an instructor or to 
hear sentences like ‘Your son works re-
ally hard in class’ or ‘Your son is a great 
student.’ . . . It means the world to them 
because they’ve never heard that before.” 
               -Regine Kroh, EJP Instructor
                      

2SHQ�+RXVH�HYHQWV�IRU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�
IULHQGV�RI �RXU�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�VRPH�RI �
WKH�PRVW�PHDQLQJIXO�DQG�UHZDUGLQJ�PR�
PHQWV�IRU�PH�DV�DQ�(-3�LQVWUXFWRU��7KH\�
DOORZ�PH�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�RXU�VWXGHQWV�RQ�\HW�
DQRWKHU�OHYHO³WKURXJK�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�
SHRSOH�WKH\�ORYH�DQG�ZKR�FDUH�DERXW�WKHP��
,W�LV�DPD]LQJ�WR�VHH�WKH�SULGH�,�IHHO�DERXW�
RXU�VWXGHQWV�ÀOO�WKH�H\HV�RI �WKHLU�UHODWLYHV�
DQG�IULHQGV��

,�DOVR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ�
DERXW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�SDVVLRQV�RI �WKRVH�

DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�2SHQ�+RXVH��HVSHFLDOO\�
WKH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�PD\�FKRRVH�WR�
SXUVXH�FROOHJH�HGXFDWLRQ��,�UHDOO\�HQMR\�
WDONLQJ�WR�WKHP�DERXW�WKH�RSSRUWXQL�
WLHV�RI �DWWHQGLQJ�FROOHJH�DQG�HYHQ�
JLYLQJ�WKHP�LQIRUPDO�DGYLFH�RQ�ZKDW�
PDMRUV�PD\�EH�EHVW�WR�PDWFK�WKHLU�LQ�
WHUHVWV�DQG�IXWXUH�SODQV��$OO�LQ�DOO��2SHQ�
+RXVH�HYHQWV�LQ�&KLFDJR�DUH�D�SHUIHFW�
ZD\�WR�FRPELQH�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI �RXU�
VWXGHQWV·�LQWHOOHFWV�DQG�KDUG�ZRUN�ZLWK�
DQ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI �WKHLU�EDFNJURXQGV�
DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�

An Instructor’s Perspective on FACE
BY AGNIESZKA TUSZYNSKA, EJP INSTRUCTOR

7+,6�3$*(�$1'�1(;7��6FHQHV�IURP�UHFQHW�2SHQ�+RXVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�(-3�WHDFKHU�5HJLQH�.URK��IDU�ULJKW��LQ�EOXH���(-3�WHDFKHU�$JQLHV]ND�
7XV]\VQND��EHORZ��LQ�RUDQJH���DQG������)$&(�VFKRODUVKLS�ZLQQHUV�.DUO�5DQG�DQG�/D%UHD�+XWFKHUVRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��ULJKW��

The FACE program gives 
us a sense of belonging 

to something greater 
than ourselves, 

by allowing families to be 
part of our change.

—Tyrone F. Muhammad, 
EJP Student
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COMMUNITY FUNDERS

Community Foundation of Ann 
Arbor

First Mennonite Church of 
Urbana

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation

Marajen Stevek Foundation

The National Endowment for the 
Humanities

Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Urbana-Champaign

Urbana-Champaign Friends 
Meeting

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
SUPPORTERS

Department of English

Department of Landscape 
Architecture (Wadsworth Grant)

Illinois Program for Research in 
the Humanities

Of!ce of Equal Opportunity and 
Access

Of!ce of Public Engagement

Of!ce of the Provost

And all of our generous individual 
donors!

ejp mission
The mission of the Education 
Justice Project is to create a 
model college-in-prison pro-
gram that demonstrates the 
positive impacts of higher 
education upon incarcer-
ated people,  their families, 
the communities from which 
they come, the host institu-
tion, and society as a whole.

´6RPH�
VWXGLHV� VKRZ� WKDW� DERXW�
KDOI �RI �WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI � LQFDUFHUDWHG�SDUHQWV�
HQG�XS�HQWDQJOHG�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\V�
WHP�µ�5HEHFFD�H[SODLQV��6HYHUDO�RXWUHDFK�SUR�
JUDPV�H[LVW� LQ�WKH�86�WR�VXSSRUW� WKH�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV� RI � LQFDUFHUDWHG�PHQ� DQG�ZRPHQ��
7\SLFDOO\��WKH\�SURYLGH�SUDFWLFDO�DQG�SV\FKR�
ORJLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�WKHVH�IDPLOLHV�DQG�RUJD�
QL]H� SULVRQ� YLVLWV�� +RZHYHU�� VXFK� SURJUDPV�
WHQG�WR�ZRUN�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�IURP�SULVRQ�HGX�
FDWLRQ�HIIRUWV��

´:H�GHFLGHG�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
LQWR�RXU�SURJUDP�PRGHO�WR�H[SORLW�WKH�EHQHÀW�
WKDW�ZDV�HYLGHQWO\�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ�DQ\ZD\�µ�
5HEHFFD�VD\V��(-3�UHPDLQV�WKH�RQO\�SRVWVHF�
RQGDU\�SULVRQ�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDP�LQ�WKH�86�
WR� LQFOXGH� D� VLJQLÀFDQW� IDPLO\� HQJDJHPHQW�
HIIRUW��

,Q�$SULO�RI �������(-3�KHOG� LWV�ÀUVW�)$&(�
HYHQW³D�FDPSXV�YLVLW�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI �
,OOLQRLV� IRU� VHYHQ� &KLFDJR�EDVHG� FKLOGUHQ�
RI �(-3�VWXGHQWV�

The Open Houses
)$&(�2SHQ�+RXVHV� DUH� WKH�PRVW� GLUHFW�
H[DPSOH�RI �FRPPXQLW\�RXWUHDFK�DFKLHYHG�
E\� )$&(�� ZLWK� EHQHÀWV� IRU� DOO� ZKR� DW�
WHQG�� 9DQHVVD� 5RXLOORQ� LV� DQ� (-3� WXWRU�

DQG� ZULWLQJ� LQVWUXFWRU� ZKR�
KDV� VHHQ� ÀUVW�KDQG� KRZ� WKH�
HYHQW�FRQQHFWV� IDPLOLHV��(-3�
WHDFKHUV�� DQG� FRPPXQLW\�RU�
JDQL]DWLRQV��WR�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI �
DOO� SDUWLHV�� ´)DPLOLHV� DUH� EHW�
WHU� HTXLSSHG� WR� VXSSRUW� WKHLU�
ORYHG� RQHV�� VHUYLFH� RUJDQL]D�
WLRQV� DUH� EHWWHU� LQIRUPHG� RI �
RXU� ZRUN� DQG� QHHGV�µ� VKH� H[�
SODLQV��$ERYH�DOO��)$&(�2SHQ�
+RXVHV�SURYLGH�D�UDUH�RSSRUWX�

QLW\� IRU� WKH�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�RI �LQFDU�
FHUDWHG�PHQ�WR�VHH�WKHLU�ORYHG�RQHV�LQ�D�QHZ�
OLJKW��DV�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VFKRODUV���

5HJLQH�GHVFULEHV�WKH�W\SLFDO�VFHQH�DW�D�)$&(�
2SHQ�+RXVH��´,W·V� DQ�HPRWLRQDO� HYHQW��<RX�
VHH�PRWKHUV�RU�ZLYHV�RU�VLVWHUV�ZKR�DUH�RYHU�
ZKHOPHG�E\�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�ZH��WKH�(-3�
LQVWUXFWRUV��DFWXDOO\�FDUH�IRU�WKHLU�ORYHG�RQHV���
<RX�DOVR�ÀQG�WKHP�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�VDG�
QHVV� RYHU� VHSDUDWLRQ� IURP� WKHP�� <RX� FDQ·W�
FRQVROH�WKH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��WKHUH�LV�QR�ZD\�
WKDW� \RX� FDQ� UHDOO\�PDNH� WKLV� DQ\�EHWWHU� IRU�

People who are 
encouraged to develop their 

intellect come to think of 
themselves as intelligent, ratio-

nal, and capable. There’s a
 ripple e!ect. In time their fam-

ily members also 
see themselves in 

that light. 

—Sheri-Lynn Kurisu, 
FACE Coordinator 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 . . .



What FACE Means 
to Me

My daughter, 17 years old, attended a 
FACE Open House in Chicago. Speak-
ing with me afterwards, this is what 
she said. “Dad, your drawing is get-
ting better. I talked with your teacher. 
I read your poem, and this is what it 
meant to me...”  

I have struggled to think about how to 
capture a piece of redemption from 
the high crime of absence from her 
life.  [FACE] provided me represen-
tation, a type of presence of me in a 
space where my family and friends 
could appreciate it, thereby allowing 
me a tiny window of redemption. 

So thanks to you for throwing me a 
life preserver. For rescuing me, for 
however brief a moment, from men-
tally drowning in the debt of absence 
I owe to her.

* Please visit our website to view a video 
of William Wells delivering the speech 
from which this excerpt is taken, at the 
January 2012 convocation at Danville 
Correctional Center.  
www.educationjustice.net
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BY WILLIAM WELLS, EJP STUDENT

WKHP��<RX�FDQ�MXVW�VKDUH�WKDW�SDLQ�VRPH�
KRZ�DQG�VLJQDO�WR�WKHP�WKDW�\RX�XQGHU�
VWDQG�� DQG� WU\� WR� VKDUH�ZLWK� WKHP�ZKDW�
(-3�GRHV�µ

,QGHHG��-HDQ�UHSRUWV�WKDW��DV�VKH�PLQJOHG�
ZLWK� (-3� LQVWUXFWRUV�� WXWRUV�� DQG� RWKHU�
YROXQWHHUV�DW�WKH�2SHQ�+RXVH��´WKH�VWR�
ULHV� WKDW� WKH\� VKDUHG� DERXW� P\� EURWKHU�
PHDQW� D� ORW� WR� PH� EHFDXVH� WKH\� WDONHG�
DERXW� KLV� NLQGQHVV� WRZDUGV� RWKHUV�� KLV�
HQJDJHPHQW� LQ� WKH� FODVVURRP�� ,W� PDGH�
PH�UHDOO\�KDSS\�DQG�LW�PDGH�PH�LQFUHG�
LEO\� VDG� WKDW� 0LFKDHO� KDG� WR� KDYH� WKDW�
H[SHULHQFH� LQ� SULVRQ� DQG�ZDVQ·W� DEOH� WR�
KDYH�WKDW�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�VR�PDQ\�UHDVRQV�
LQ�WKH�IUHH�ZRUOG�µ

´(YHU\ERG\�QHHGV�KRSH�µ�-HDQ�FRQWLQXHV��

´DQG� WKH� (GXFDWLRQ� -XVWLFH� 3URMHFW� LV� D�
UD\�RI �KRSH�LQ�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�D�YHU\�GLVPDO�
DQG�GDUN�VLWXDWLRQ�µ

 The best part of the Open 

House is the way EJP gives a 

sense of normalcy about work-

ing with the students.

—FACE mom
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