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Above: Mindfulness Discussion Group in August 2017. Back row: Eric Vann, Victor Ramos, Gerome Norfleet, Raylan Gilford, Luis 
Saucedo (in front), Aaron Smith, Raphel Jackson. Front row: Mark Urrutia, Francisco Valdez, Geraldo Gonzales, Robert Valliantos. Be-
low: English language learners receiving certificates, cheered on by EJP student Ramon Cabrales at far right and  Freddy Freitez Freitez, 
at podium.

For the first time in the 9-year history of the Education Justice Project, this spring EJP students at Danville 
Correctional Center can enroll in two for-credit University of Illinois courses at the same time!

They also have the option of participating in a near-record number of not-for-credit workshops in Math, Science, 
Writing, and Business. For just a few of the extracurricular options that EJP students have available to them, see 
the back page of this newsletter. 

Higher education in prison is not about providing vocational skills, as valuable as those are. As EJP’s offerings 
suggest -- from Migration Stories to The Mathematics of Tuning to A Trip Through the Universe -- our vision of 
education concerns joining in conversation with others to explore what humans can and might know, and to 
think about how we represent and share that knowledge. It is deeply humanizing, meaning not that it turns those 
involved into better, “rehabilitated” individuals (though it might), but that it provides opportunity for students and 
instructors alike to express and explore the humanity and personhood they already possess.

This edition of our newsletter invites you to explore our Spring 2018 offerings. What would you enroll in?

Latina/o Studies 396: Latina/o Social Movements
Math 115: Preparing for Calculus
History 381: Exploring Modern Cities
Business Administration 199: Contracts for 
Business
Russian 320: Pushkin and His Russian and His 
American Echoes 
Art History 491: History of the Book
Comparative Literature 395: Migration Stories

Some of the texts EJP students are reading this 
semester: Boris Gudunov and Other Dramatic 
Works; Reading Berlin 1900; City of Thorns; 
Earth Politics; Library: An Unquiet History; The 
Uniform Commercial Code; The Revolutionary 
Imaginations of Greater Mexico;  Illegal; 
Shanghai’s Dancing World; Strolls with Pushkin; 
Medieval Craftsmen, Scribes, and Illuminators; 
Contracting; Whose Names Are Unknown; 
History of Reading; Gay New York.

Spring 2018 For-Credit Courses at Danville Correctional Center

Beyond the Classroom
For-credit courses and not-for-credit workshops vary by semester. By contrast, EJP’s extracurricular programs run 
steadily year after year. Those include CAVE (Community Anti-Violence Education), Language Partners, and the 
Mindfulness Discussion Group, pictured above. Students participate in these programs in addition to academic 
offerings. Language Partners involves EJP students being trained as peer English as a Second Language (ESL)
instructors. They teach English to men in the general population, pictured below, who then have opportunities 
opened to them within the prison and beyond.

Guys who have learned 
English through the Language 
Partners program are now 
tutoring English to others in 
prison. They’re using skills 
they learned through LP. One 
of the English learners has 
even obtained his GED and is 
now applying to college!

- Mike Harrell

“

”

Mindfulness Discussion 
Group gives me holistic skills 
to deal with the stress and 
anxiety of incarceration. I’m 
less likely to run to the doctor 
or the psychiatrist.  Other 
guys ask me for tips, and I 
share with them what I’ve 
learned in the group.

- Raylan Gilford

“

”
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS DONORS

OFF-CAMPUS FUNDERS

Arte Publico Press
Champaign West Rotary
Community Foundation of 
Central East Illinois

First Mennonite Church
Front Forty Press
Harvard University Press
Laughing Gull Foundation
Mansfield Family 
Foundation
Mellon Foundation
Michael Beckelhimer
Palgrave Macmillan
ReThinking Schools 
Publishers
Rosecrance Champaign/
Urbana
Rose Metal Press
Seasons Retreat
The New Press
Pearson Press
Urbana-Champaign Friends 
Meeting
W.W. Norton

UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS SUPPORTERS

Center for African Studies
Center for Latin American 
and Caribbean Studies
College of Business
College of Education
Illinois Program for 
Research in the Humanities

From top left: Mark Steinberg, instructor, and Fred Jones in the Exploring Modern Cities classroom; students in Brian 
Gumisiriza’s Contracts for Business class; EJP student Francisco Chan contemplating a pile of assigned books; Aaron 
Smith, Larry Barrett, and Michael Lawless examining artifacts in History of the Book, taught by Charlotte Bauer.

INDIVIDUAL DONORS LIKE YOU!

EJP Science and Math Workshops
Spring Semester 2018

Hubble: A Trip Through the Universe
Integral Calculus
Calculus with Trigonometry
Python Group
The Mathematics of Tuning
Introduction to the EJP Computer Lab

EJP Business Workshops
Spring Semester 2018

Understanding Financial Behavior 
and Identifying Changes to 
Achieve Financial Wellness

Shark Tank: Marketing Yourself, 
Your Business, and Your Skills

 

EJP Writing Workshops
Spring Semester 2018

Introduction to Academic Writing: Argument

Introduction to Academic Writing: Analysis

Introduction to Academic Writng: Revision

Multimodal Composition

Rhetoric and Rhetorical Genre Studies

Topics in Writing: VIgnettes

In Latina/o Social 
Movements, we’re 
learning about 
strategies for social 
change that we can 
apply to situations 
today.
-Luis Saucedo

“

”

We’re going to run across 
contracts in the future. 
Contracts for Business 
makes it more likely  that 
we’ll get a fair shake 
when we have to deal 
with them after release.

-Halik Williams ”

“

The mission of the Education Justice project is to create a model college-in-prison program that demonstrates the positive impacts of higher education upon 
incarcerated people,  their families, the neighborhoods from which they come, the host institution, and society as a whole.

ejp mission:
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